ExtraTainment for freshly-made daily animations

This week’s F-Word is Fetish. On the ExtraTainment website a large F walks into a sex shop. An SM-dominatrix, dressed as Catwoman, lures F into the back room where he’s confronted with a leather-clad hulk. “Fuck!”, F thinks. It still makes Hubert Roth, founder of animation creators ExtraTainment, chuckle. His site was named Cool Site of the Month in September and has been nominated for the Cool Site of the Year Awards 2000 in New York.

On the fourteenth floor of the Wilhelmina Tower, in the Kop van Zuid district of Rotterdam, the guys from ExtraTainment have been residing since March of this year. There is a view of the Erasmus Bridge and the huge crossroads at its foot. The office is spacious and white, sterile almost. From this space is where they send their animations and games out into cyberspace. The first creation, Recycle Dog, was courtesy of Roth. A long white dog eats a turd which immediately emerges from its backside, after which the dog eats it again. “Okay, it’s not highbrow comedy,” Roth agrees, “But it’s not supposed to be difficult. It’s short, powerful and straight in your face.”

The group of artists and illustrators that Roth has gathered around him share a similar sense of humour, are all around thirty years of age and love (cult) movies. Some have their roots in the graffiti scene, like Richard van der Ven, known by his pseudonym Cosh. Besides creating animations, he is an illustrator working for magazines like Reload, Bassic Groove and Items. Roth himself comes from the area of mobile telecommunications. He has turned his hobby into his work. Previously he would make cartoons in the evenings after work and edit the cult film and lifestyle e-zine entitled Projecta.net. In those days he created ExtraGratis.com, ExtraTainment’s forerunner.

Up till now, most work at ExtraTainment has gone into improving the website. A new cartoon character was born recently: Dr. Parkinson. This doctor, dressed in a green surgeon’s outfit, is incredibly clumsy and suffers from a major form of the nerve disease. Anything he does goes horribly wrong. Which cannot be said for Roth. In the very near future his animations will be available on mobile phones as well.
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