WAP’s chances of success

Does WAP have any chances of survival? Or will this new technological advancement die a quick death? Four internet entrepreneurs give us their opinions.

Spring board

Around two years ago, expectations for WAP were rather high. Internet on a regular mobile phone was believed to be the way of the future. By now it has become clear that WAP (Wireless Application Protocol) is not the big hit people thought it would be.

The specifications of the current WAP-phones don’t really lend themselves to extensive netsurfing. The display is small and not in full colour, the data transfer rate is slow and the user interface is far from ideal. Additionally, WAP is quite expensive to use. However, network operators have every interest in promoting WAP. It is after all an excellent way to make people accustomed to the fact that mobile telephones might allow for more than simply making a phone call. A network operator wouldn’t invest millions of dollars in a UMTS network in the hope of having people make more telephone calls. This is after all possible with the current GSM-networks.

In a year or two, when UMTS networks will have been realised in The Netherlands, it will be possible to truly surf the internet using your ‘mobile phone’. The transfer rate will be as fast as with a cable modem connection, while the display will be larger, in full colour en possibly even touch screen. The Japanese version of WAP, I-Mode, has proven to be a great success. Within eighteen months, the service drew ten million users. I-Mode telephones have high-resolution colour screens and I-Mode sites are easy to make and to access.

In Europe WAP users have to pay per unit of time spent using the service, whereas in Japan costs are calculated based on the amount of information requested, making them a lot lower. Within the limitations of the WAP format, we have developed www.waptoons.com, which offers WAP cartoons on a regular basis. Mobile internet will develop into the largest growing market and by making content for WAP, ExtraTainment.com has become the first entertainment creator to structurally aim its sights at this market.

Our short cartoons are ideally suited for viewing on mobile phones. The use of these devices is after all inherently swift – while waiting for a subway or train someone can enjoy watching a cartoon on their WAP phone, for instance. Besides making cartoons for WAP phones, we are currently working on the development of entertainment content for third generation mobile phones (UMTS). In short one can say that for all involved, WAP serves as a useful springboard to UMTS.
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